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WTF fun fact #5714

In the month before the ancient Olympics
no wars were permitted so that spectators
could travel from across Greece unharmed,
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The modern high jump technique was created
by Dick Fosbury and was dubbed the Fosbury

Flop. Prior to the 1968 Olympics, the landing
area was sand or low mats so jumpers needed
to land on their feet or otherwise very carefully.
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In 1956, rower Vyacheslav lvanov won the
gold medal at the Olympics and accidentally
dropped it into Lake Wendouree at the medal
ceremony. His diving attempts failed and the

medal was never recovered.
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The Olympics stopped firing a pistol to start
races because some athletes were delayed by
the time it took for its sound to travel to them.
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WTF fun fact *73|

Mark Spitz, a 9 time Olympic Champion jokingly told the
Russian swim team coach in 1972 that his moustach increased
his speed in the water, deflecting water away from his mouth.
The next year, every Russian swimmer was sporting one.
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Rio's $12 billion 2016 olympic park is mostly
abandoned and off limits to tourism.




20 000 year-old fossillzed human footprints were
discovered in Australia which indicate the man who
made them was running at the speed of a modern

Olympic sprinter, barefoot, in sand.
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Usain Bolt, the world's fastest human,
has never run a mile.
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Ben Johnson the Olympic sprinter was robbed
of $4900 by a gang of Gypsy children. He
chased the kids, but was unable to catch them.
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WTF fun fact #bb5
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A number of former Olympic venues around the world
are now completely abandoned. While some of these
billion-dollar projects just aren’t being used, others have
become decrepit, rust-covered, vandalized, damaged by
war, or even turned into graveyards
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WTF fun fact #500
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The Diderot Effect is obtaining a new
possession which often creates a spiral of
consumption leading you to buy more new
things. As a result, you end up purchasing
things that your previous self never needed

to feel happy or fulfilled.
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The earliest archaeological evidence for the

consumption of soup dates back fo 6000 BC,

and it was a hippopotamus soup. The other
Ingredients in the soup were sparrows,
vegetables, lentils, and various spices.
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In 1999, the German Association of
Pediatricians condemned the
Teletubbies as bad for children
because it could lead to “uncontrollable
television consumption in later years.”
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In 2014 prescription drugs surpassed

car crashes as the leading cause of
accidental death in 29 US states.
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WTF fun fact #1159

A motorist on a quiet highway stopped in the
middle of a lane in order to allow a family of
ducks to cross unharmed. By doing so, she

caused a major accident that killed two people.
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WTF fun fact * 1650

Australian Funnel-Web spider fangs can
penetrate fingernails and shoes
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Prince Charles and prince William never
travel on the same plane as a precaution!
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Smoking a cigarette causes
damage in minutes, not years.

o , ..x
! { J - _—
/

, s
2 o

., bM‘

— Rad
N N
g \ ~
~d
Jlo

23



WTF fun fact #1144
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WTF fun fact #7115

Dr Thomas Midgley. He is responsible for adding lead to
fuel and for the creation of Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)
used in refrigerators. He is credited for doing more damage
to the atmosphere than any other living organism ever.
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A man created an armored bulldozer in secret, and
used it to exact revenge on a town before killing
himself. It cost the town $7M in damages
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WTF fun fact #1040
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A piane wéé grounded after a broféssor was mistook
doing math and differential equations for designing a
bomb.
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WTF fun fact #410b

A claw machine that costs 50¢ to play with
prizes that cost $7 each are only programmed
to give the claw full strength every 20 tnes.
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A good morning kiss can help protect you
against stress-related illnesses
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WTF fun fact #7121

US soldier Jeremy Morlock admitted to killing
unarmed Afghanistan civilians for sport as a part of
'kill team' while he was deployed overseas
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If a snake gets too hot then it may get so confused
and get a ramped-up metabolism, causing it to have
a false sense of hunger and a desire to eat the first
thing it sees and try to eat itself until it dies.
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President Jimmy Carter's son James
Earl “Chip” Carter lll smoked weed with
Willie Nelson on the roof of the White

House during his father's presidency.
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Plants know when they're
being eaten.
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WTF fun fact #2875

Jonathan the turtle in year
1900 and today.
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Scientists still don’t know why
we have blood types.
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The frigate bird can fly continuously for 185 days, going more than
35,000 miles (56,327 km.) They are seabirds that can't land in or
take flight from water, do not have waterproof feathers and can
travel up to 40 minutes without having to flap their wings.
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WTF fun fact #bH4

The Earth's day/night cycle is growing longer
year-by-year and 620 million years ago, the
Earth day was 21.9 hours.
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People eat nearly twice as much food
when dining with a group of 7 or more
people than they do when eating alone.
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When the Nazi Party held its first book burnings, one
of the works destroyed was an 1821 play by Heinrich
Heine containing the famous phrase "Where they
burn books, they will also in the end burn people.”
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WTF fun fact #4905

A passenger at Heathrow was forced to change
out of his Transformers Tshirt to board a flight
because it depicted a gun

witffunfact.com

Ad Ol U ol jgume Ql;;...Ji?‘ 4O c_'élg g yud o504, ,0 J8luwe O
2595 Ol 89y 2 105 09d Lanlen Jlom wlgn b oS (oge 1) 395 (& yded)
gy 00D e i ST S

41



WTF fun fact #2041

In 1979, debris from NASA's Space Station "Skylab"
crashed in to the small town of Esperance, Western
Australia. The town then fined NASA $400 for littering.
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Workers at a Coca-Cola factory in southern
France recently opened a shipment of orange
juice to find 815 pounds of cocaine instead.
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A newborn giant panda cub weighs 3-5
ounces and is roughly 1/900th the size of
their mother or about the size of a stick of

butter. They are born pink, hairless, and

blind making them practically helpless.
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WTF fun fact #3126

A 19 year old boy was killed after running a
stop sign and being hit by a semi truck. The
boy was out that night stealing stop signs

o5 a5 5] 5] o (Sl alin Al V4 ey 55 0l (ssalag] LI o
A a8 5 0,5 ol S eS ypalS S L 6,5 jene Uibyi cedle ookl
gﬁyw)&cd‘l@sbbl.eruo c\Sodg.g >.w5 uLon)Mu.z‘d.SM‘,a.?w " Lmduu

el oauni oo

45



WTF fun fact #2578

In 2010, when Tokyo officials went to congratulate the
oldest man in the city on his 111th birthday, they instead
found his skeletal remains on his bed. He had been
dead for 30 years and the family was taking in the

pension money he was still receiving.
his name: Sogen Kato
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Crying literally alleviates stress and
uniquely allows humans to decrease
feelings of anger and sadness.
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Wl fact #2589
Recent polling indicated 35% of U.S. workers
would willingly forgo a substantial pay raise in

exchange for seeing their direct supervisor fired.
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\/\fTF ﬁm facf # (04’1(9

better in front ofa group—may be why we get more
work done at coffee shops than at home.
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Reagan and Gorbachev agreed to pause the
Cold War in case of an alien Invasion
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A criminal network of doctors that served the
Spanish dictator Francisco Franco stole up to
300,000 babies from mothers that were poor or
anti-fascist and gave them to families that
supported Franco, even after his death.
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A man who committed suicide by jumping from the
Golden Gate Bridge had left a suicide note that
read "I'm going to walk to the bridge. If one person
smiles at me on the way, | won't jump."
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Dogs outhumber children in §
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More people have been to space than have ridden in
a B-2 stealth bomber.
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Where Afghani
Refugees Are Located

Selected countries by number of Afghani
refugees they are hosting (2020)

Pakistan Iran Germany Austria France
1,438,000 780,000 148,000 40,000 32,000
Sweden Australia UK India LS.
30,000 11,000 9,000 8,000 2,000

O ® ® °

Rounded figures. Excludes around 240,000 asylum seekers abroad
as well as 2.9m internally displaced Afghans

Source: UNHCR
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The War in Afghanistan is

the longestawarin United
© = States history.
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Since 2001, the United States has spent over $1 trillion
in the Afghanistan War.
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Holding babies actually changes their DNA. Studies show
children who had low physical contact as infants end up
with DNA cells that are less mature than usual, which can
result in delayed growth and development. This means the
effects of withholding physical affection from babies aren’t
just behavioral- they’re genetic.
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During the Ira‘ W;r, at least 189,000 people
from the war. This does not include the hundreds of
thousands who died due to war-related hardships.

Taylor, Victoria. “Human and Financial Costs of Decade-Long Irag Ware Analyzed

in New Study from Brown University.” Daily News. March 16, 2013. Accessed:
March 28, 2016.
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factretriever.com

The Irag War directly and indirectly killed
approximately a half-million Iraqis from 2003 to 2011.

Vergano, Dan. "Half-Million Iragis Died in the War, New Study Says." National
Geographic. October 16, 2013. Accessed: August 27, 2017.
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factretriever.com

Since the beginning of the War in Afghanistan, over 11 1,000
Afghans, have been killed. Deaths from indirect causes may
accountfor an additional 360,000 Afghans.

Crawford, Neta C. "Update on the Human Costs of War for Afghanistan." Brown
University, Watson Institute. August 2016. Accessed: July 28, 2018.

SB35 WY Sl s a8 cnl @ 15 56T 5l 5 laslidl o S 5Ll )
)5l (el e i (slo aiiS slaws STl ouds aiS S o Lesdine

B9l 09938 Ll rplas b S50 a5 e P sloay wed aid 5 L o K>
(5l ool aeS o ol 1o Sladl e TV slass ggemme o Jm)

61



factretriever.com
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The War in Afghanistanis the longest War in United States

history. The Afghanistan War has lasted longer than World
War | and World War || combined.

Amadeo, Kimberly. "Afghanistan War Cost, Timeline, and Economic Impact." The
Balance. July 11,2018. Accessed: July 27, 2018.
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| Afghansa re the second Iargest refuée ;grodp‘éfter Syrian
refugees. Approximately three out of four Afghans have

been displacedinternally, externally, or multiple times.
Duenwald, Christoph, and Farid Talishli." Return of Afghan Refugees to

Afghanistan Surges as Country Copes to Rebuild." International Monetary Fund:
IMF News. January 26,2017. Accessed: July 28,2018.
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During the Afghanistan War, Staff Sergeant Robert Bales massacred 16
Afghan civilians in March 2012, including some children. Nine of the 16
people were in the same family. At his trial, he said, "I thought | was doing
the right thing."

Londono, Ernesto. "U.S. Soldier Charged in Kandahar Massacre Showed No
Remorse, ComradeSays." Washington Post, November 5, 2012. Accessed: July 29,
2018.
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Children have accounted for 1/3 of all casualties
during the Afghanistan War.

Gossman, Patricia. "Afghanistan’s War Takes Horrific Toll on Its
children." Dispatches. Accessed:July 27,2018.
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In 2012, more U.S. soldiers committed suicide in Afghanistan than
were killed by enemy fire. In general, suicide—not combat—is the
leading killer of U.S. troops deployed in the Middle East.

Brook, Tom Vanden. "SuicideKills More U.S, Troops than ISIL in Middle East." USA
Today, December29, 2016. Accessed: July 28, 2018.
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President Bush made 231 unequivocally false statements

that Irag had weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. Colin Powell
comes in second, with 244 false statements. It is beyond dispute
that Iraq did not have any such weapons before the Iraq War.

“Study: Bustl ed U.S. to War Under 'False Pretenses.” NBC News. January 23, 2008.
Accessed: March 31, 2016.
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The Irag War led to the internal displacement of around 2.3 million
Iraqis in 2005, with as many as 2 million Iraqis leaving the country.

Ricks, Thomas E. Fiasco: The American Military Adventurein Irag. New York, New York:
The Penguin Press, 2006.
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profited from the Iraq war and its aftermath. They note that it is
likely the “largest war profiteering in history.” A US gagging order is
preventing any discussion of the allegations.

Corbin, Jane.”BBC Uncovers Lost Iraq Billions.” BBC News. June 10, 2008. Accessed:
March 30, 2016.
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Dick Cheney, the US vice president during the Irag War,
led a company called Halliburton. Unusually,
Halliburton was awarded a $7 billion contract
associated with the Irag War, and ultimately, the
company made $39.5 billion from the conflict.

Corbin, Jane.”BBC Uncovers Lost Iraq Billions.” BBC News. June 10, 2008. Accessed:
March 30, 2016.
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Pope John Paul Il sent a sident
George Bush asking him not to invade Iraq.
President Bush responded that he was convinced
that going to war was “God’s will.”

Ricks, Thomas E. Fiasco: The American Military Adventure in Irag. New York, New York:
The Penguin Press, 2006.
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The Cost of America’'s Wars
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Data via U.S. Defense Department | Ben Watson

The War in Afghanistan costs taxpayers $45 billion
per year.

Pennington, Matthew. "Pentagon Says the War in Afghanistan Costs Taxpayers $45
Billion per Year." PBS News Hour, February 6, 2018. Accessed: July 27, 2018.
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Since 2001, 2,350 U.S. troops have died in the
Afghanistan War. Over 20,092 have been injured.

Amadeo, Kimberly. "Afghanistan War Cost, Timeline, and Economic Impact." The
Balance.July 11, 2018. Accessed: July 27, 2018.
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The CIA ocasionally offered Viagra to elderly tribal
Afghan leaders to persuade them to cooperate.

Jacob, Mark, and Stephan Benzkofer. "10 Things You Might Not Know about the
Afghan War." Chicago Tribune, April 22, 2012. Accessed: July 28, 2018.
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Pat Tillman, a football player who quita $3.6 million NFL
contract to join the U.S. Army, died from friendly fire in the
hills of Afghanistan.

Jacob, Mark, and Stephan Benzkofer. "10 Things You Might Not Know about the
Afghan War." Chicago Tribune, April 22, 2012. Accessed: July 28, 2018.
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By 2008, the cost of the Irag war for the US was $12 billion
per month.

Stiglitz, Jospeh E. and Linda]. Bilmes. The Three Trillion Dollar War: The True
Consequences of the Iraq Conflict. New York, New York: W. W. Norton & Company,
Inc., 2008.

O3S ol 4 G el sasie YL 5ol g 5le o amie (Yo A Jlo b
o] ERYY )Yd d)l.;.L;w \Y 4JLA.QLO l.iach Lg‘;.g

76



factretriever.com

The documents that proved Iraq was seeking nuclear weapons in
2002 were proved to be forgeries; however, the forger has never
been caught.

Ricks, Thomas E. Fiasco: The American Military Adventurein Iraq. New York, New York:
The Penguin Press, 2006.
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The Center of Public Integrity reports that President Bush’s
administration made at least 935 false statements in the 2 years
following 9/11 about Irag’s alleged threat to the United States.

“Study: Bust Led U.S. to War Under ‘False Pretenses.” NBC News. January 23, 2008.
Accessed: March 31, 2016.
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Several news organizations regret that they helped provide
validation for the Bush administrations’ false statements before
the Iraqg War. They acknowledged their pre-war coverage was far
too deferential and uncritical.

“Study: Bust Led U.S. to War Under ‘False Pretenses.” NBC News. January 23, 2008.
Accessed: March 31, 2016.
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Wikileaks released nearly 400,000 files on the Irag War,
known as the Iraq War logs. It constitutes the largest leak of
military secrets in the United States history.

Froomkin, Dan. “WikilLeaks VIDEO Exposes 2007 ‘Collateral Murder’in
Irag.” HuffPost.June 5, 2010. Accessed: March 30, 2016.
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Saeed talk.ing ¥

on the phone

Light 'em all up.
Come on, fire!
A controversial video called the “Collateral Murder,” shows a U.S. helicopter
repeatedly opening fire on a group of men that included a Reuters
photographer, his driver, and a van with two small children that stopped to
help. Contrary to the Pentagon’s initial cover story, none of the members of
the group were taking hostile action.

Froomkin, Dan. “WikilLeaks VIDEO Exposes 2007 ‘Collateral Murder'in
Iraq.” HuffPost.June 5, 2010. Accessed: March 30, 2016.
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N

In 2003, the Bush administration predicted that

the Irag War would be a “cakewalk.” It turned into the
second longest war involving American soldiers, after
Vietham.

Taylor, Victoria.“Human and Financial Costs of Decade-Long Iraq Ware Analyzed in
New Study from Brown University.” Daily News. March 16, 2013. Accessed: March

28, 2016.
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Over 10 million Syrians have been forced outside
of their homes due to the civil war. They have
become either internally displaced or have left the
country altogether.

“3 Grim Statistics from 3 Years of Conflict in Syria.” The Washington Post. March 14,
2014. Accessed: February27,2016.
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Satelliteimages show that Syria became 83% darker at the
night after the civil war began in 2011. This is partly because
people are fleeing and partly because the infrastructure has
completely collapsed.

Boghani, Priyanka. "In Syria, Darkness Takes On New Meaning After Four Years of
War." Frontline. March 11, 2015. Accessed: August 30, 2017.
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Of the4.5 m|II|on people who have fled Syrla
since 2011, over 75% of them are women and
children.

"Quick Facts: What You Need to Know about the Syria Crisis.” Mercy Corp. February
5,2016. Accessed: February 27, 2016.
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Slnce the beginning of Syria’s civil war in 2011, life
expectancy has fallen by 20 years.

“Syria."” CIA The World Factbook. 2016. Accessed: February 27, 2016.
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Prison Population Rates
(Inmates per 100,000 people)
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Source: "World Prison Brief” International Centre for Prison Studies ot King's College, London
Produced by: Veronique de Rugy, Mercatus Center ot George Mason University

734 out of every 100,000 people are behind bars in the
U.S. -- far and away the highest number in the world

"World Prison Populations." BBC News. Accessed: October 29, 2019.
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US Prostitution Arrests, 2016

As of 2012, there were an estimated one million

prostitutes living and working in the United States.

Lubin, Gus. "There Are 42 Million Prostitutes In The World, And Here's Where The
Live." Business Insider,January 17,2012. Accessed: June13,2019.
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Fifteen of the 19 accused hijackers of the terrorist attacks
on New York City and Washington, D.C., on September 11,
2001, came from Saudi Arabia.

L0 5 i — :

-~ - -

Lonely Planet Oman, UAE, & Arabian Peninsula (Travel Guide). Oakland, CA: Lonely
Planet Publications, 2013.

S el 4 (S y95) (6,58,0 DMaz )0 45" objlenlse VA 5l 585 0033k,

89



factretriever.com

Approximately 14.2% of Iranians are obese, making it the 41st most
obese country in the world. American Samoa is the largest, with
75% of its population obese. The United States is 6th in the world,
with 33.9% of the population obese.

“Iran.” The World Factbook. CIA. March 26, 2012. Accessed: March 27, 2012.
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In 1953, the CIA was involved in a covert operation code named
Operation Ajax to overthrow the democratically elected Iranian
government of Prime Minister Masaddegh. In return, the Shah
rewarded the United States with a 40% stake in Iran’s oil industry.
When the Iranians learned of the United State’s role, they would
distrust the United States for years to come.

Graham, Amy. Iran in the News: Past, Present, and Future. Berkeley Heights, NJ:
Enslow Publishing, Inc, 2006.
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f i n A
The largest bone in the human body is the femur. It can support 30
times the weight of a person's body. Ounce for ounce, that's

stronger than steel.

Ultimate Weird but True: 2. National GeographicKids. Washington D.C.: National
Geographic Society.
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Messages from the human brain travel along nerves at up to 200
miles an hour (322 km/h) ‘
Ultimate Weird but True: 2. National GeographicKids. Washington D.C.: National
Geographic Society.
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There are more bacteria in a human mouth than
there are people in the world.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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Risorius m.

Masseter m.

The strongest muscle in the human body is the masseter, or

the jaw muscle.
How The Body Works. New York, NY : DK, 2016.
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If a human being’s DNA were uncoiled, it would stretch 10
billion miles, from Earth to Pluto and back.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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An adult humans small intestineis about 18 to 23 feet long,
which is about four times as long as an adultis tall.

"16 Unusual Unusual Facts About the Human Body." How Stuff Works. 2016. Accessed:
August 28, 2016.
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There are so many nerve cells in a human brain that it would
take almost 3,000 years to count them.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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An adult who weighs 150 pounds has a skeleton that weighs
about 21 pounds.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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An adult’s skin weighs between 8 and 11 pounds (3.6 to 5
kg). It'ssurface area is about 18-22 square feet (1.7 to 2 sq.
m), which is the size of the floor in a one-persontent.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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An average person walks about 100,000 miles (160,934 km)
in his or her lifetimes, which is like walking around the world
four times at the equator.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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WTF fun fact #(0400

cells (~39 trillion microbial cells) than human

cells (~30 trillion cells) in our bodies. Even as

many as 40 of our human genes are thought
to be badenal in ongln
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WTF fun fact #4167

The human heart has 3 types of blood vessels: arteries,
veins, and capillaries. Arteries carry oxygenated blood
away from the heart, capillaries connect them to the veins,
and veins return the used blood back to the heart.

Spse 5 Sople St S S, gg aw gl glal LB
| S 5 s S ase it g0 B Sl g 1y o 50ST 55 S S5
o 3k B Al ead solinul o> LS el 5 S (oo Jaite LS jalew &

RVHA

103



WTF fun fact #3lb

A cubic inch of human bone is
four times stronger than concrete.
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WTF fun fact #5553
The split end of the human
“hair under a mncroscope
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WTF fun fact #2607

Human muscles are limited by our brain
we actually have the strength to move
cars and boulders.

= : ¥ fwiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #2169

No human has won a tournament
standard chess game against a high spec
computer since 2005.

wiffunfact.co
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It took 200,000 years for humans to reach 3 billion
in number. It took 40 years for the next 3 billion.
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The human brain is full of
multi-dimensional geometrical
structures operating in as many
as 11 dimensions.
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WTF fun fact #2776
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WTF fun foct #7777

The human sigh acts as a physiological
reset button

wiffunfact.com

.o)\o

112



If humans were able to hear sounds at a
frequency lower than 20Hz, we'd be able
to hear our muscles moving.
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Human life is comprised of about 30 of
the 118 elements on the periodic table
with nearly 99% of the mass of your
human body consisting of just 6 chemical
elements. However, your iPhone is made
up of about 75 elements.
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The average person is more
than five times as Ilkely to_dle
In an human-level extinction

event as in a car crash.
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WTF fun fact #1440

Pure botulinum toxin (a.k.a Botox) is one of
he most poisonous substances in the world.
A couple of kilograms is enough to Kill
every single human on the planet. A
kilogram of the toxin is worth an estimated
$121 trillion.
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Zootopia is the only movie without
a human character to make over
$1 billion in worldwide movie
theater ticket sales.
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YoUr eyebrows renew
4 days.

themsel
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WTF fun fact #2629

The white spots on finger nails are called Leukonychia,
and are harmless and most commonly caused by minor
injuries that occur while the nail is growing. Contrary to
popular belief, leukonychia is not a sign of excess or
deficiency of calcium and zinc or other vitamins in the diet

witffunfact.com
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factretriever.com

During the Iran-lrag War, the United States officially
supportedIrag and put pressure on other countries to stop
selling weapons to Iran.

Graham, Amy. Iran in the News: Past, Present, and Future. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow
Publishing, Inc, 2006.
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factretriever.com

Caspian mild and wet
Caspian mild
Mediterranean with spring raine Ahvaz \
Mediterranean v
Cold mountains
Very cold mountains
Cold semi-desert
Hot semi-desert
Dry desert
Hot dry desert
Hot coastal dry >
Coastal dry DAL

| Nearly half of Iran has an arid desert climate. It receives less
than 4 inches of precipitationeach year.

Fast, April. Iran: The Land (Lands, Peoples, & Cultures). New York, NY: Crabtree Publishing
Company, 2005.
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factretriever.com

Iran is one of the world’s oldest contlnuous C|V|I|zat|ons with
settlements dating back to 4000 B.C.

Greenblatt, Miriam. Iran (Enchantment of the World, Second Series). New York, NY:
Children's Press, 2003.
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factretriever.com

\

Iran is one of the primary tréns-éhipment routes
for Southwest Asian heroin to Europe. Over 3,600
Iranians have been killed in the past 25 years

fighting heroin smugglers.

“Iran.” The World Factbook. CIA. March 26, 2012. Accessed: March 27, 2012.
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Iranians have woven beautiful rugs for over 2,500
years. After oil, Iran’s second largest export commodity

IS carpets.
Rajendra, Vijeya, Gisela Kaplan, and Rudi Rajendra. Iran (Cultures of the World). New
York, NY: Marshall Cavendish, 2004.
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factretriever.com

\ o

Iran has over one million foreign refugees, more than
any other country on earth. Most of the refugees are
from Afghanistan or are lragi Kurds.

Graham, Amy. Iran in the News: Past, Present, and Future. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow
Publishing, Inc, 2006.
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factretriever.com

In 2007, Iran produced the world's largest
handmade carpet for a mosque in the United
Arab Emirates. It was the size of a soccer field.

Pohl, Kathleen. Looking atiran (Looking at Countries). Pleasantville, NY: Gareth Stevens
Publishing, 2008. ;
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factretriever.com
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Iran has been dubbed “the nose job capital of the
world,” as the Western nose has become the
desired nose shape of young Iranian women.

Holgin, Jaime. “Iran: Nose Capital of the World.” CBS Evening News. February 11, 2009.
Accessed: March 27, 2012.
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factretriever.com
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Polo was played in Iran as early as the 6th century
B.C., mainly as training for the cavalry.

Greenblatt, Miriam. Iran (Enchantment of the World, Second Series). New York, NY:
Children’s Press, 2003.

I PR = b olpl e Tt 3o ;! Ol ()8 7 g0 3 o8 e b
o 039y (w‘ Bx: )‘5.»4 U‘)L’)“"") ‘DLB.;—O)‘}«» U")'“" )9.5.1.0 LY FRUVIFLY

128



WTF fun fact #4382

S Sl plBa gy (2y3 G s 5l 06 &8ly e e 658 s

292 45 dalss — aS esmlie | oasay I oS 5 1) () g 0y lo e 1, 4
S axgio b adles 093 09l §,e b oy LaSl b 1) aSu o 020 o3
VX PR DNV PRTX SO YIRS X- PR IR Cp Wl IS LR U W

129



Malaria is thought to be responsible for
the death of about half of all people who
ever lived.
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factretriever.com

The Syrian civil war is the worst humanitarian
crisis in the 21st century.

Bowden, George. “Syria in Numbers: Statistics on Conflict Show How Far We Are From

Tackling Refugee Crisis.” The Huffington Post. Updated April 9, 2015. Accessed: February
27,2016.
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factretriever.com
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Since the Syrian civil war startedin March 201 1, over
250,000 people have died in Syria. That is over 130 people
killed every day, of every week, for the past5 years.

“3 Grim Statistics from 3 Years of Conflict in Syria.” The Washington Post. March 14,
2014. Accessed: February 27, 2016.

YO+ 5l Gt (VYA 0iaa) YoV ) oylo 50 a9 (3l S 5T yloj )

2 30Ol e Jl b (b s o)l el S jeiS cpl o a5 e
Al oo aiS i VW 5l s awgie job 4 caian g,

132



factretriever.com

Type-| Type-l Type-lll
Glialike Receptor Presynaptic
Cells Cells Cells

\.'rATPH

. = \S-HT
Epiglottis w uy A

Taste Buds & Cells

ﬂ';

v v A-.Z‘:r’)“
. T 9%
Fungiform Papillae ' oliate Papillae  progenitor

The body can detect taste in .0015 seconds, which is faster
than the blink of an eye.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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factretriever.com

—Epldofmls — B

Hair

Dermis
Cutaneous —

membrane
Sebaceous gland)

Hypodermis —
(not part of
L skin)

Sweat gland

Adipose tissue
Sensory receptors

Arrector pili muscle

Blood vessels

Every hour, humans shed about 600,000 particles of skin, or
about 1.5 pounds every year. By the time a person is 70
years old, they will have lost about 105 pounds of skin.

"16 Unusual Unusual Facts About the Human Body." How Stuff Works. 2016. Accessed:
August 28, 2016.
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factretriever.com
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The Iargest cell in the human body is an egg (or
ovum) and is barely visible to the naked eye.

How The Body Works. New York, NY : DK, 2016.
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factretriever.com

There are ten times more bacteria ceIIs in your
body than human cells.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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factretriever.com
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The brain contains 86 billion nerve cells joined by 100
trillion connections. This is more than the number
of stars in the Milky Way.

Wilsdon, Christina. Ultimate Body-pedia : An Amazing Inside-out Tour of the Human
Body. Washington, D.C.: National GeographicSociety, 2014.
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WTF fun foct #3445

Couples who spent less than
$1,000 on their weddings were
the least Ilkely to dlvorce
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factretriever.com

The heart of the blue whale, the largest animal on earth, is five feet long and
weighs 400 pounds. The whale in total weighs 40,000 pounds.

https://blog.education.nationalgeographic.org/2015/08/31/how-big-is-a-blue-whales-
heart/
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parade.com
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art weighs around

For c~o'mpar.isoh, an eléphént’s he
30 pounds. And a human heart? A mere 10 ounces.

https://blog.education.nationalgeographic.org/2015/08/31/how-big-is-a-blue-whales-
heart/
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redtri.com

Garlic bulbs are full of Vitamin C, iron, potassium,
magnesium, zinc and more. It also has 17 amino

acids.

https://redtri.com/quirky-facts-and-trivia-for-kids/slide/2
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redtri.com
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Apples float because they are one-quarter air!

https://redtri.com/quirky-facts-and-trivia-for-kids/slide/2
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redtri.com

P 4

There are 2,000 thunderstorms on Earth every
minute.

https://redtri.com/quirky-facts-and-trivia-for-kids/slide/2
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The fastest recorded raindrop was 18 mph!

https://redtri.com/quirky-facts-and-trivia-for-kids/slide/2
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WTF fun fact #PH3
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This i1s how giraffes drink water:

Jif-fact.com
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The tongue of a giraffe is a dark black or
purple color due to the extra melanin in i,
which protects the tongue from getting
sunbum. This Is a necessity since their
tongues are so long (up to 2 feet) and
exposed from eating nearly 12 hours a day.
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until the 1950's to not sleep at all, and only kneel
down to drink water once every few days. Of all
mammals giraffes sleep the least.

wiffunfact.com

y9a VAD a2 U a5 (gl aigf @ wailgs 0 aaB0 Yo (559, L o a8l
9l ey S92 LSS gy iz o LS g wlet ped 5 e il a5 b s
Ailgt e ded 5l S o bl oyl Il Gl ;o abe o ol g 00

148



The giraffe has the highest blood pressure in the
animal world because its heart must pump hard
against gravity to reach its head.
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If you place an egg in cold water and it floats, don't eat it;
it's spoiled. Fresh eggs sink while rotten eggs float.
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WTF fact #8911

Young eggplants look like eggs, which
Is where they got their name
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Sniper bullets can travel so far that the
rotation of the Earth will move the target, and

shooters have to adjust their aim accordingly.
/ / {8 "",af“ » ‘-’{". “a s \_‘, R "G T

Lg,..iea@ ‘Ql Lg WLM a..,l.s Ohlal g g 0,8 M\? l.>ul.> I, Gos (s}

AisS eudass I, 04>

152



WTF fun fact #37163
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Neurologists claim that every time you resist
acting on your anger, you're actually rewiring
your brain to be calmer and more loving.

A
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WTF fun fact #7300

Samurai would sometimes test their sword's
effectiveness by attacking random civilians at night.
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parade.com
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The hardest working muscle in your body is your heart: It pumps more than
2,000 gallons of blood a day and beats more than 2.5 billiontimes in a 70-
year life span.

https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/arrhythmia/about-arrhythmia
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Scientists have found intense geothermal heat
seeping up from Earth’s interior under
Antarctica. The heat production there is nearly
four times the global average and is warmer
than 99% of the measurements taken around
the rest of the world.
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Emotional tears contain leucine enkephalin, a
natural painkiller.

wiffunfact.com
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Some people can wake up at the right time just
by anticipating it—their bodies start producing
stress hormones one hour before waking.
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WTF fun fact #2963
Samuel Reshevsky, age 8, defeating several
chess masters at once in France, 1920
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WTF fun fact #2878

College students are the most
sleep deprived group of people.
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WTF fun fact #8409
Students with the highest GPAs

tend to score lowest on measures
of creativity and independence.
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Temperature can affect your appetite, and you're
likely to eat more when it's cold.
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'E' Is the most common letter and
appears in 11% of all English
words. It is nearly 57 times more
likely to appear in a word than the
letter 'Q".
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WTF fun fact #*b6A0b

Studies show spending hours rereading notes
to prepare for a test is ineffective—flash cards,
however, are excellent memory reinforcement.
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There has only been one underwater
submarine vs submarine battle, ever.
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You can't usually smell your own house (or perfume) because of
a survival instinct called "olfactory adaptation.” The brain is
always looking for new, unusual, or changing smells as a sign of
possible danger, so it ignores smells that have become familiar.

-
| wiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #5545

Damascus is the oldest continuously inhabited
city in the world, with evidence of habitation
dating back at least 11,000 years.
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Smce thebeglnnlng ofrecorded history,
the world has been at peace for a total of
268 years, only 8 percent
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{ Bottled Water vs. Tap Water )

Did You Know?

On average,
bottied water
consumes around

Tap water is

tested more
2,000 often and held
times more energy to higher safety
A standards than
bottled water in
30,000,000 the U.S.
m botties per
~ dayendup in
landfifls or the aer o Botthed water Cosats
ocean, Only 1 bottied
5% of plastic ;‘:;ﬂ 1 O’ O?mo
— Lt more § L
water bottles Mers of waler i the US i
are recycled water b0 o By «OAIMA than
inthe US. prodoce. LAsdne of 00a
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ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

The average person

in the EU consumes up to
1 06 ) 1 litre
litres of tap water

%ééé; about
T €0.002

of bottled water per year®

REDUCING THE CONSUMPTION OF BOTTLED WATER

® 2

Could help households in Europe Cuts plastic waste and
save more than €600 million per year greenhouse gas emissions
e
(((TT’/‘\T‘T\\\\
*estimates \\\EB
%=
Source: European Commission europarl.eu
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1514 40% s

OF BOTTLED

BILLION WATER IS
B of FILTERED TAP
WATER

PLASTIC

ENVIRONMENTAL
IT BOTTLE ORGANISATIONS LIST
TAKES PLASTIC AS THE NUMBER
ONE THREAT TO OUR

LITRES ety MARINE ENVIRONMENT
OF WATER =<

TO MAKE &+

MILLION § g

PLASTIC BOTTLES T

) ore (2

FOR PLASTIC TO DEGRADE

PLASTIC BOTTLE CONSUMPTION

WWW.WATERLOVERS.COM
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THE U.S. SPENDS OVER
D 511 BILLION/YEAR
ON BOTTLED WATER

.............................................

360z. OF WATER IS NEEDED TO PRODUCE

ONE 120z. PLASTIC WATER BOTTLE
S1 BILLION . maom = a

WORTH OF PLASTIC WATER BOTILES IS DUMPED  : =1
INTO U.S. LANDFILS EVERY YEAR |
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=== BOTTLED WATER FACTS ===

7R, & 60

MILLION
MII.I.ION BARRELS OF

PLASTIC BOTTLES
ARE REQUIRED TO MAKE END UP IN

ENOUGH PLASTIC BOTTLES TO LANDFILLS AND
MEET AMERICA'S BOTTLED BOTTLED INCINERATORS
WATER DEMANDS WATER IS EVERY DAY

1 LITER OF 31000%

BOTTLED MORE EXPENSIVE THAN

B e TAP WATER
TAKES | [ }
LITERS | 0
OF WATER BOTTLES TAKE OVER
TO CREATE 'I 00 YEARS
6 Taplt Water d

Lg‘).’ w‘).u.u u‘ ).«.s‘; M)o ‘).va chJ.'a.o u‘ LQJ‘E" u‘ Lgl.er.us‘g
Db o 4y gl VY G ol B pan slp 5l 9550 OF Sl s ags

174



New Zealand s not part of any of the
world's seven recognized continents,
but is instead situated upon the
submerged continent of Zealandia.

69)).’&5.2)04.114 Wutet}owwuo)lsm ‘ng?uw.b)s.u
sl 00l ®3lg Lol § b a4y wgildl o a8 9,8 0,18 SO

175



When John D. Rockefeller died in 1937, his assets
equaled 1.5% of America’s total economic output.
Bill Gates has about .38% today.
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WTF fun fact #3435
Mt. Everest shrank one inch
due to the earthquake in Nepal.
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Having your computer
dellvered in the 1950s
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WTF fun fact #6708

After a hospital error, two pairs of identical twins were
raised in separate families as two pairs of fraternal
twins. They found each other 25 years later.
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WTF fun fact #[102

Astronauts aboard the International Space Station
see 15 sunrises and 15 sunsets a day,
averaging one every 45 minutes.
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WTF fun fact #5630k

You have holes in your bottom eyelids.
The punctum drains excess tears into
your nose, which is why your nose runs
when you cry.
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WTF fun fact #300
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People with very sensitive noses are capable
of smelling when it's about to rain due to
atmospheric chemicals reacting and creating
ozone, which has a pungent, sweet smell.
The thunderstorm’'s downdrafts carry it from
higher altitudes to nose level.
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Your nose is connected to the memory
center of your brain. That's why smells
can trigger powerful memories.
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The unique nose of the Shinkansen 500 bullet
train prevents sonic booms whenever it exits a
tunnel. It was designed based on the shape of a
kingfisher's beak, which allows it to hit the water
at high speed with very little splash.
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cognitive decline is slower for people
exercising regularly, and increased
physical activity levels can slow down
brain aging by 10 years
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WTF fun fact #10005

The sea squirt starts as an egg, develops into
a tadpole of sorts, then attaches itself to an
object - boat hull, rocks, ocean floor and
doesn't move again. It then consumes its
own brain as it is longer required.
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WTF fun fact #3615
Over the course of 3-5 years, lack
of sleep can shrink your brain.
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Neurologists claim that every time you resist

acting on your anger, you're actually rewiring
your brain to be calmer and more loving.
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WTF fun fact #5277

Stress literally kills your brain. Studies have found
that months of exposure to stress can permanently
destroy neurons in your brain, which affect learning,

impu!se control, reasoning and memory.
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WTF fun fact #9474

Your brain literally heats up when you're stressed —
Smiling can cool it down.

aid 0gh o p,S Ldly lae dugd co ((wyil) (5 e a5 oK
XS S ‘) C)T J.:‘y = O

191



WTF fun fact #4lob

Your brain consistently remembers
only two things about an event: the
emotional peak and the end.
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A girl who had half of her brain removed at
age 8 grew up to earn a Master's degree
and become a speech pathologist
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WTF fun fact #1299
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WTF fun fact #4145

When you zone out, small areas
of your brain fall asleep.
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indianexpress.com

Right Lung Left Lung

Left upper lobe

Right upper lobe

Secondary
bronchi

Right middle Bronchioles

lobe

Alveoli

Tumour

Left lower

Heart notch

Adult lungs have a surface area of around 70 square metres.

https://indianexpress.com/article/parenting/learning/51-fun-facts-about-the-human-
body-from-a-science-teacher-5866886/
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indianexpress.com

An average person breathes in around 11,000 litres of air
every day.

https://indianexpress.com/article/parenting/learning/51-fun-facts-about-the-human-
body-from-a-science-teacher-5866886/
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A mosquito's proboscis has six needles,
two of which have 47 sharp edges on
their tips to help cut through skin and

even protective layers of clothing in order

to suck your blood.
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WTF fun fact #1210

In a recent study, researchers found that
painting a cow to look similar to a zebra
reduced fly bites by 50%. This finding could
help reduce the economic impact of biting
flies on the US cattle production, which has

been estimated at $2.2 bllllon per year.
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This Picture Is Actually Upside Down!
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Loneliness is both physically
and mentally damaging.
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People with creative minds tend to
have a harder time falling asleep at
night, they prefer to stay up later.

- .- gt 'w

o
wiftuntact.com
S i (6 lain b el o 538 Clgz s (gl il B sleand a5 (g0l 8

202



WTF fun fact #7150
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WTF fun fact #5186
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WTF fun fact #5()

The Universe, human brain cells and the
internet all have similar network structures.
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Wheneve; We sln-eep in»-UhfémiIiar surroundings,
only half your brain is getting a good night’s rest
while the other half stands guard.
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The average English-speaker has about 50,000
words in their mind and usually finds the right
one in roughly 600 milliseconds.
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Our brains constantly predict what other people
are about to say before they say it.
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Researchers found that living in Antarctica for
months on end caused brain shrinkage,
especially in the hippocampus. They
speculated that living in relative isolation and
a "monotonous” environment may be the
root cause.
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WTF fun fact #1134

The human brain produces as many as 12,000
to 50,000 thoughts everyday, depending on
how deep of a thinker a person is.
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WTF fun fact #[50l

Our brain overlooks the flaws of a person
we are in love with, That makes us harder
to leave them after they have hurt us.
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WTF fun fact #4744

Challenging your brain with problem-solving
activities can help curb your anxiety.
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Cockroaches can live for several weeks
without their heads because their brains are
located inside their body. However, they
would eventually die from being unable to eat.
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WTF fun fact #b0b

You forget why you entered a
room because passing through
doors causes the brain to forget

what we were thinking about.
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WTF fun fact #1042
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WTF fun fact #4535
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That the brain goes into an "incubation period" for ideas when
we are in a relaxed state, like when showering. This allows the
subconscious mind to bring the solutions and ideas it has been
working on to your conscience state, and in turn, give you
interesting/brilliant thoughts.
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According to research, bilingual brains are better at
ignoring distractions and are generally more efficient.
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Aside from slightly larger brains, male
humans also have bigger hearts than women.
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WTF fun fact #HbI8

Our brains are extremely
skilled at "gaze detection"” and
usually knows when someone

Is staring at us.
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WTF fun fact #lb>4
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At the time of birth, a baby's brain has
roughly 100 billion neurons, but it began
with nearly twice as many as an embryo.

Starting in the third trimester, the brain

eliminates unnecessary neurons via a

process known as apoptosis.
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WTF fun fact #1213
During WW2, British soldiers had an
allotment of 3 sheets of toilet paper
per man per day. The American
soldiers had an allotment of 22.5
sheets.
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WTF fun fact #I12T1

Tobacco companies spend the most money
on advertising during the month of January,
when more people will be attempting to quit
smoking per New Year's resolutions.
However, it's actually in the summer when
here is the largest increase in new smokers.
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WTF fun fact #HH48

Getting dumped can lead to "frustration attraction”
which makes you want the person who dumped you
even more than you did before you broke up.
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WTF fun fact #5445

Harris hawk is the only raptor that hunts in packs.

Their strategy is similar to that of wolves.
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WTF fun foct #21%

Every two minutes, we take

more pictures than all of
humanity in the 19th century.
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A condition called “False Awakening”
occurs when you’re dreaming that you’ve
woken up, but still are in deep sleep
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WTF fun foct #6145
Music has been known to build an emotional bond

between people, so singing in a group actually
brings you closer together.
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Costa Rica is the first country to start a
ban on all single-use plastics, scheduled
to be complete by 2021.
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U.S. Economy Sees Sharp
Downturn Amid COVID-19 Crisis

Quarterly real GDP growth in the United States”
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Peeing sitting down improves bladder
release and decreases prostate problems
and allows for a longer and healthier sex life.
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WTF fun fact #5551

Your beard is making you healthier. Growing a
beard has actual health benefits, such as
preventing allergies, asthma attacks, and rashes,
and protecting your skin from the sun.
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A Harvard research study found that having
no friends is as deadly as smoking.
Researchers discovered a link between
loneliness and an increase in the levels of a
blood-clotting protein known as fibrinogen
which can cause heart attacks and strokes.
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A cigarette company has banned smoking. Reynolds American, the
maker of Camel and Pall Mall cigarettes, banned smoking inside their
headquarters in North Carolina, where smoking in the workplace is
still legal. It seems they don’t want to be exposed to smoke. They still
want you to buy their cigarettes, though.
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WTF fun foct #4049
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